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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is response to Amendment filed on 09/13/2004. 
Claims 1-21 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lavince et al. (U.S. Pub-2001 0049596) further in view of Liles et al. (U.S. Pat-5880731). 

Regarding claim 1 , Lavince teaches an emoticon input method in a mobile 
terminal (paragraph 0017), comprising the steps of: 

entering an emoticon input mode (paragraph 0038, 0040); 
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displaying the stored emoticons in an emoticon input mode (fig. 2, fig. 3, abstract, 
paragraph 0050); 

selecting an emoticon (paragraph 0041-0042, 0050); and 

Lavince fails to specifically disclose the method of storing a plurality of emoticons 
in the mobile terminal, and storing as part of a short message the emoticon selected by 
a user. However, Liles teaches the method of storing a plurality of emoticons in the 
mobile terminal (col. 3, lines 33-41 , col. 3, line 58 to col.4, linel 3), and storing as part of a 
short message the emoticon selected by a user (fig. 2, fig.3-4c, element 37, 51 , col. 5, 
lines 43-62, col. 6, lines 34-49). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time invention was made to use the method of storing a plurality of 
emoticons in the mobile terminal, and storing as part of a short message the emoticon 
selected by a user as taught by Liles with Lavince teaching in order to provided the 
participant with a plurality of avatars and enabled to select the avatar. 

Regarding claim 2, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1 , wherein the emoticons are stored in the form of a bit map (fig. 3, col. 6, lines 
" 50-67). 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,919 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2687 

Regarding claim 3, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1 , wherein the emoticons are formed by utilizing a plurality of typical characters 
and special characters in combination (fig. 5, paragraph 0047-0055, col.7, lines 44-64). 

Regarding claim 4, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1, further comprising the step of transmitting an SMS (Short Message Service) 
message including the stored emoticon (paragraph 0007). 

Regarding claim 5, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1, wherein the emoticons are stored by a manufacturer in the process of 
manufacturing (fig. 5, element 52, abstract, paragraph 0039). 

Regarding claim 6, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1 , wherein the emoticons are created and stored by the user (paragraph 0064, 
col.3, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claim 7, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1 , wherein the emoticons are received from a base station and stored in the 
mobile terminal (paragraph 0012, col.6, lines 34-49). 
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Regarding claim 8, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1 , wherein the emoticons are downloaded into the mobile terminal from the 
Internet and stored in the mobile terminal (paragraph 0012, col. 3, line 58 to col.4, line 
13). 

Regarding claim 9, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 1 , further comprising the step of changing and editing the emoticons by the 
user (fig.2-3, paragraph 0012, 0015, col.3, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claim 10, Lavince teaches an emoticon input method in a mobile 
terminal (paragraph 0017), comprising the steps of: 

entering an emoticon input mode (paragraph 0038, 0040); 

displaying the stored emoticon groups (fig.2-3, element 52, abstract, paragraph 
0050-0055); 

selecting an emoticon group (paragraph 0041-0042, 0050-0055); 

displaying the emoticons of the emoticon group selected by a user (fig.2-3, 
abstract, paragraph 0050-0055) ; and 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,919 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2687 

Lavince fails to specifically disclose The method of grouping a plurality of 
emoticons formed by utilizing a plurality of typical characters and special characters in 
combination and storing the emoticons by groups in the mobile terminal, and storing an 
emoticon as part of a short message selected by the user. However, Liles teaches The 
method of grouping a plurality of emoticons formed by utilizing a plurality of typical 
characters and special characters in combination and storing the emoticons by groups 
in the mobile terminal (fig. 2, fig.3-4c, col. 3, line 33 to col.4, line 1 3, col.4, lines 50-67), 
and storing an emoticon as part of a short message selected by the user (fig. 2, fig.3-4c, 
element 37, 51, col. 5, lines 43-62, col.6, lines 34-49). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to use The 
method of grouping a plurality of emoticons formed by utilizing a plurality of typical 
characters and special characters in combination and storing the emoticons by groups 
in the mobile terminal, and storing an emoticon as part of a short message selected by 
the user as taught by Liles with Lavince teaching in order to provided the participant 
with a plurality of avatars and enabled to select the avatar. 

Regarding claim 11, Lavince and Liles further'teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 10, wherein the emoticons are stored by a manufacturer in the process of 
manufacturing (fig. 5, element 52, abstract, paragraph 0039). 
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Regarding claim 12, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 10, wherein the emoticons are created and stored directly by the user 
(paragraph 0064, col.3, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claim 13, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of any of claim 10, wherein the emoticons are received from a base station and stored 
in the mobile terminal (paragraph 0012, col. 6, lines 34-49). 

Regarding claim 14, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 10, wherein the emoticons are downloaded into the mobile terminal from the 
Internet and stored in the mobile terminal (paragraph 0012, col.3, line 58 to col.4, line 
13). 

Regarding claim 15, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 10, further comprising the step of changing and editing the emoticons by the 
user (fig.2-3, paragraph 0012, 0015, col.3, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claim 16, Lavince teaches an emoticon input method in a mobile 
terminal (paragraph 0017), comprising the steps of: 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,919 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2687 

forming emoticons by utilizing a plurality of typical characters (paragraph 0047- 

0055); 

selecting at least one emoticon from the plurality of emoticons (paragraph 0050- 
0055); and 

Lavince fails to specifically disclose storing a plurality of the emoticons, 
transmitting an SMS message including the at least one emoticon selected by a user. 
However, Liles teaches storing a plurality of the emoticons (col. 3, lines 33-41, col. 3, line 
58 to col.4, line 13), transmitting an SMS message including the at least one emoticon 
selected by a user (col. 7, lines 43-64, abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to use storing a plurality 
of the emoticons, transmitting an SMS message including the at least one emoticon 
selected by a user as taught by Liles with Lavince teaching in order to provided the 
participant with a plurality of avatars and enabled to select the avatar. 

Regarding claim 17, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 16, wherein the emoticons are formed and stored by a manufacturer in the 
process of manufacturing (fig. 5, element 52, abstract, paragraph 0039). 
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Regarding claim 18, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 16, wherein the emoticons are formed and stored by the user (paragraph 0064, 
col.3, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claim 19, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 16, wherein the emoticons are received from a base station and stored in the 
mobile station (paragraph 0012, col. 6, lines 34-49). 

Regarding claim 20, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 16, wherein the emoticons are downloaded into the mobile terminal from the 
Internet and stored in the mobile terminal (paragraph 0012, col.3, line 58 to col.4, line 
13). 

Regarding claim 21, Lavince and Liles further teaches the emoticon input method 
of claim 16, further comprising the step of changing and editing the emoticons by the 
user (fig.2-3, paragraph 0012, 0015, col.3, lines 32-41). 



Conclusion 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khai M Nguyen whose telephone number is 
703.305.9006. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 703.306.3016. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Khai Nguyen 12/15/2004 
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